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ever averted the peril; for Charost, Villeroi'j
successor, kept a tactful and intelligent watch
Sincere piety helped keep him safe too; Fleury anc
his confessor, Father Linieres, strengthened noble
feelings in his impressionable soul, the prey of 5
thousand temptations and a thousand sources oj
contamination.

Louis XV made good use of his power before
he came of age. In 1720 he created a regiment oi
young lords who changed guard every evening oc
the terrace of the Tuileries; and he conferred on
this regiment the name of Royal-Terrasse; and late*
endowed a hospital at Versailles.

When he attained his majority he began on i6th
February by cancelling all the Rights of Entry to
his room and decided to make his own grants.
He divided them into four classes: friends, family,
great and small entries, and intimates. Already he
was astonishing the courtiers by the establishment
of the Right of Friendship unknown before; and
he surprised them by including the Princes of
Lorraine in no class at all.

His character remained an enigma for the Court.
Sometimes an insuperable distaste for the world
and an imperious need of solitude took him to
Meudon, Fontainebleau or Rambouillet, far from
inquiring eyes and flattery. The first time he supped
in public was at Marly on Friday zjth August 1723
on his return from a hunt. The meal lasted from
five to sevne o'clock and there were twenty people
present. At his least ailment Versailles took alarm;
so he preferred when he could to hide hunting acci-